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Looking Back to the Future

From a loudspeaker that’s approaching the village i hear: il verduraio verduraio verduraio.

in many ways time stood still here and memories come easy. 

this call from the greengrocer’s truck inspired me right away to write down a few lines.

My first camera was given to me by my father to use on a trip in 1970.

it was a Zeiss ikon 6 x 9 folding camera.

With a friend i travelled from holland to Morocco, algeria and tunisia.

in tunis, which was our last stop in africa, we left our backpacks, except for the camera, at a tiny greengrocer’s 

shop, to have our hands free to go to carthage. 

We didn’t go to a hotel but slept on the beach in djellabas that we had bought in Marrakesh. 

in the middle of the night i was awakened, most likely disturbed by the person who stole the camera.

Back in town we found our luggage again at the shop. While looking through my rucksack i noticed my  

unde veloped films were missing. after prolonged nagging the shopowner confessed that his son had taken  

them out to play with and of course had opened them.

the grocer had thrown them away because they had become worthless anyway, he said. 

there is no proof of this trip in photographic images but i still remember a lot of it.

What i don’t remember is what i had photographed before we got to tunis. 

the german girls that gave us a ride from southern France to casablanca? 

Djemaa el Fna, the large square in Marrakesh or the mosque in Fes? 

i was not a photographer and never became one, but i would have loved to have brought back home certain 

picture trophies. Back in holland i bought my first camera.

Many followed. i used them and sold them, to buy one that would serve me better. 

in 2010, for no particular reason, i started looking at the material i had gathered over the years.

going through boxes of photo’s, i picked out all the slides.

i got a projector (by now even more than one) and when i started my first slideshow in a corner of the sculpture 

studio, i was surprised by the beauty of this material in spite of some unattractive imagery. in the sessions that 

i’ve been having since then, i re-photograph the images digitally from the projections.

no german ladies though. 
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